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Central Market Kuala Lumpur

Located along Jalan Hang Kasturi is the renowned Central Market.  This Malaysian cultural landmark, better known as Pasar Seni, was built in 1928 and houses a cultural melting pot of retailers offering traditional goods such as sculptures, batik, embroidered fabrics, handicrafts and souvenirs.  

From its origins as the largest wholesale wet market for fresh produce, the Art Deco-styled market designed by architect and engineer TY Lee, is now a Heritage Site as declared by the Malaysian Heritage Society, and is one of Kuala Lumpur’s most familiar and popular tourist attractions. 

The multi-cultural market is divided in zones – Straits Chinese, Lorong Melayu and Lorong India.  The retail offerings reflect the diverse races and ethnicity of the Malaysian people and allow tourists and visitors alike to appreciate these differences.  One area even features the Baba-Nonya heritage by incorporating the elaborate architecture favoured by the Straits Chinese, reminiscent of Jonker Street in Malacca.  Well-known batik designer labels are located at the Batik Emporium, while vendors selling local fare gather at the lower levels. Artists, glass blowers and fortune tellers can also be found throughout the venue. 

The vibe is not dissimilar to that of the Soho flea markets of London where the mash of cultures and races meet in a common marketplace.  

Central Market  plays host to the various traditional festivals throughout the year.  During the Hari Raya, Chinese New Year and Deepavali, the market is literally abuzz with activity and decorated in a dizzying display of colourful booths and exhibitions.  At other non-festive periods of the year, Central Market hosts art exhibitions and performances in support of the local contemporary art scene.  

Opening Hours: Daily from 10am – 10pm  

Address: No. 10, 1st-3rd floor, Jalan Hang Kasturi 

Location: Just around the corner from Kota Raya Shopping Centre 

Contact: +603 2031 0399 or +603 2031 5399 or +603 2031 7399 

	GETTING THERE: 
	Central Market is across from the Klang River, opposite the Dayabumi Complex, on the fringe of KL’s Chinatown.

10-minute walk from the Masjid Jamek Station accessible via the STAR and Putra LRT.


Petronas Towers , KLCC 

No visit to Kuala Lumpur is complete without a trip to the Petronas Twin Towers in the City Centre. Once hailed as the tallest buildings in the world before its claim to fame was overshadowed in 2004 by Taipei’s 101, the twin mega structures continue to stand tall in all their gleaming 88-storey, 452 metre glory since being built in 1998. 

Located at the heart of the city centre, the renowned Twin Jewels of Kuala Lumpur are home to the Malaysian oil-and-gas Company, Petronas and other multi-nationals like Microsoft, Bloomberg and Al Jazeera within its steel, chrome and glass structures.  It is also host to the Dewan Filharmonik Petronas concert hall, one of Southeast Asia’s most prominent classical music venues and home to the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra. The 19th century European designed concert halls have garnered international recognition and hosted some of the world’s most prolific musical talents. 

 The Sky Bridge on the 41st floor connects the two towers, offering visitors a spectacular view of the Malaysian capital. Entrance is free but visitor passes are limited to 400 each day and people queue as early as 7am to get the passes.  The Sky Bridge not only allows passage between the towers, it also functions as an emergency exit.  Opening hours are 8.30am to 7pm, Tuesdays to Sundays. 

Another must-see located within the towers is the Petrosains Science Centre  located on the 4th level. This interactive showcase exhibits from the petroleum industry, from the origins of petroleum from the prehistoric age to latest petrol-based products. 

The Suria KLCC situated at the base of the towers is where the luxury boutiques and some of Kuala Lumpur’s best restaurants are located.  If upscale shopping is what you are after, this is the place to be. International labels and local highbrow designer wear intersperse seamlessly with elegant cafes and there is even a food court for the more cost conscious.  
Don’t give the KLCC Park a miss while you are there. To the sides of the architectural mammoths are walking paths, jogging tracks, a wading pool and even a water fountain.  Other places to go within the towers are the Art Gallery and Aquaria Oceanarium.

Opening Hours: 9am – 7pm (closed for Friday Prayer from 1pm – 2.30pm) 
Location: Near Concorde Hotel Monorail stop, in between Jalan Ampang and Jalan Raja Chulan 

Tel (Skybridge): 603 - 2331 8080/7619
URL: www.suriaklcc.com.my 

	GETTING THERE: 
	At the junction of Jalan Ampang and Jalan P. Ramlee. Accessible by Jalan Ampang , Jalan P. Ramlee and Jalan Kia Peng. 


Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia (IAMM)

The Islamic Arts Museum is no ordinary museum. It is a veritable showcase of the very origins of Islamic art from the 7th century and its development to our present day.  The museum opened its doors in 1998 and bowled visitors the world over with the largest collection of Islamic art in Southeast Asia. 

Situated at the Lake Gardens, this beautiful piece of architecture comprises of gorgeous domes decorated in elaborate mosaics and lattices that house more than 7,000 artifacts and jewellery produced in the central regions of Asia, from the smallest jewellery pieces to one of the world’s largest scale models of the Masjid al-Haram in Mecca. The facility also boasts of an exceptional library of Islamic art books. 

There are 12 permanent galleries classified by field of study or artefact material. Apart from works from Persia and the Middle East, there are galleries dedicated to the Indian, Chinese and Malay worlds – an effort to fully represent the extent of Islamic origins in across continents and cultures.  The 12 galleries are categoried as Jewellery, Arms and Armour, Textile, Woodwork, Coins, Metalwork, Ceramics, Architecture, Qua’ran and Manuscripts, as well as China, India and the Malay world.  Apart from the 12 permanent galleries, there are 2 temporary galleries that are for travelling art exhibitions. 

Sate your appetite further by indulging in the restaurant that serves up Middle Eastern and Arab cuisine and don’t forget to bring home a slice of the Islamic world from the gift shop on the ground floor, be it Southeast Asian woodwork, Indian jewellery, handcrafted home ornaments or unique books, there is something for everyone. 

Address: Jalan Lembah Perdana Kuala Lumpur 50480 Malaysia 

Tel: 603 2274 2020 

URL: www.iamm.org.my 

Entry charges: 

· Adults RM12.00

· Students (with ID) RM6.00

· Senior Citizens (Malaysian 55 and over) RM6.00

· Children(6 and under) FREE

*Tickets are charged at RM10 & RM5 respectively when the Special Galleries are closed. 

Chinatown - Petaling Jaya

If you love a good bargain, head straight down to PJ’s Chinatown. Prepare to bargain hard in what is undoubtedly one of the most popular tourist areas in Kuala Lumpur.  Unlike its more glamourous contemporaries like Bukit Bintang and KLCC, be ready to take in the colourful sights, heady smells and overwhelming vibrancy of Chinatown. 

Cheap restaurants and street hawker stalls abound and so is the amazing array of knock-off designer items – Louis Vuitton, Armani, Rolex and Gucci imitations on every street corner. Try going in the evening where the main street Petaling Street is transformed into a throbbing hub of activity. There are literally hundreds of stalls selling everything from t-shirts, bags and accessories to soccer outfits, Chinese herbs and spices and tourist souvenirs. Remember get a foot rub or shoulder massage after all that hard haggling at one of the many massage places available. 

Sample Petaling Street’s delightful array of local cuisine.  Seafood and Chinese restaurants are located at every corner, and stalls selling snacks are stretched all along the street. The resulting aroma is quite an interesting blend. The best thing about them is that most of them are open until very late at night, some even until four to five in the morning. 


	GETTING THERE: 
	By Bus - take the ones heading for ‘Kotaraya’. 

By Train – take LRT (stop at Pasar Seni or Masjid Jamek station), KTM Komuter (stop at Kuala Lumpur station) or Monorail (stop at Maharajalela station). They are all within walking distance. 


Kuala Lumpur Bird Park 

Reportedly one of the largest bird parks in the world, the KL Bird Park houses more than 200 species and 3,000 birds in the sprawling 60 hectare Lake Gardens.  A park within the city where flamingos dance in the water, cockatoos and parakeets caw for your attention, brahminy kites show off their legendary wingspans and majestic rhinoceros hornbills strut their stuff. 

Even non-bird fans will be astounded by the wonders of nature’s creations in the fabulous plumage, the stunning variety of Oriental birds flying free in the world’s largest free flight walk-in aviaries that feature more than 60 breeds of local and foreign birds. This is where you can get up close and personal with the birds. The park is divided into different sections and enclosures such as World of Parrots, Flamingo Pond, Hornbill Park and Brahminy Land, to name a few.  Each world features varieties of each species.
It is likely to see storks and other birds with a giant wingspan soaring overhead, or above a manmade waterfall. Peacocks strut calmly throughout much of the park. 

Exploring the park could take you between two hours or more, depending on interest and if you would like to catch the shows at 12.30pm and 3.30pm. The park also has a children's playground, jogging tracks, exercise stations, and rowing boats. 

Opening Hours: Daily, 9am – 6pm 

Address: No. 920 Jalan Lembah Taman Tasik Perdana 

Tel: +603 2273 5423 

GETTING THERE:
	By public transport
· Rapid KL Bus No. B115 from Kotaraya to Jalan Parlimen

· KL Hop-On-Hop-Off Double Decker Tour Bus Service, disembark at Station No. 14 in front of KL Bird Park Main Entrance. Buses available at every 30 to 45 minutes interval.

· By KTM Commuter Train, disembark at the KTM Old Railway Kuala Lumpur Station located near the National Mosque

· Public taxis – Advisable to look for taxis that uses the coupon or meter system.
 
	If you are driving
· GPS address: Bird Park

· GPS coordinates: N3 08.581 E101 41.294 

· From Jalan Bangsar, head straight towards KTM Railway Station round-a-bout, turn left towards Masjid Negara

· From Jalan Mahameru, turn left into Jalan Parlimen. At traffic light, turn right towards the Kuala Lumpur Lake Gardens


Admission charges: 

· Adult RM 45

· Child* RM 35 

*aged between 3-12 years old
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